As long as I can remember I have always been into some sort of audio/video electronics. Whether it was car audio, computers, or home electronics, I have always been interested in how things work and building things on my own. This also pertains to my Home Theater. The first real dedicated home theater I saw was about three years ago. A friend of mine’s parents had just moved into a new house. My friend went on for weeks about how his parents had put in a Home Theater and wanted me to check it out. At the time, the only “Home Theaters” I had ever seen had been in the pages of magazines I casually picked up at Barnes & Nobles. When I walked into the theater and saw a 100” 16x9 screen with a massive 9” CRT projector and two rows of cinema lounger seats, I was in awe. I never thought three years later that I would have anything close to what I experienced three years earlier. 

When my wife and I built our house almost four years ago I only had two requests. First, I begged and pleaded for a three car garage. I love working with wood and building things so this would be perfect for my shop. Second, since we built our house we had the option with the builder to have the basement unfinished. This was an option I greeted with open arms, knowing full well that I wanted to do something special with this space. 


The actual frame construction of the theater only took me about two months. Pre-design and layouts on paper before actual construction can make a huge difference in the amount of time and money you spend completing your project. I found this especially true when building mine. By knowing where my wiring needed to be before I started, it saved a lot of time and eliminated mistakes. The wall construction of the theater was made with 2”x 6” lumber, with the walls being held out 2” from the basements concrete walls. The walls are filled with R-13 fiberglass insulation and the theater ceiling contains two layers. The entire theater was then covered with ½” drywall. With the room enclosed, the carpet laid, and the walls painted it was now time to get down to business and start installing equipment. 


I have received a lot of questions and comments on how I built the screen enclosure and front speaker masking set up. Out of all the projects I have done with my theater, I thought this was the easiest, but this is the one thing I get the most compliments on. The screen mask is comprised of four pieces joined together on-sight. I made the four pieces out of 2”x 2”s then wrapped them in grill cloth. Next, I took the four pieces to the theater, bolted them together, and attached them to the floor and ceiling. Very simple, and it hides all my front stage speakers, a/v components, and my five cubic foot ported subwoofer enclosure.


Now that the front stage was complete, I needed somewhere to relax and enjoy the big picture. I searched for a while through catalogs and local stores for theaters seats that fit my budget and the style I was looking for. Finally I came across the Berkeline 099 series seats, great lounger and the price was very attractive. Now that I had the seats, I could build my second row riser and get started enjoying some movies. The riser is a pretty straight forward design. The riser is constructed of 2”x 6”s with the decking comprised of two layers of ¾” plywood. I add rope light to the underside lip to give it that “floating” look during intermissions. 


Home Theater is definitely a labor of love. Searching the Internet, reading articles, and looking for input to do the job correctly yourself is what it is all about. 
Equipment List:

Pre-Amp:     Rotel RSP-976

Power Amp: Rotel RMB-1075 THX Ultra Certified

DVD Player: Samsung DVD-P721M DVD Player with Progressive Scan

VCR:           Sony SLV-N88 HiFi VCR

Power Conditioner: Monster Cable MP-HT2500 Reference Power Center

Projector:    Integra DLV-100 DLP Projector

Screen:       92" Da-Lite Perm-Wall Screen

Remote:      Philips Pronto Universal Remote- TS2000 LCD Touch 

Speakers:    (LCR) Energy EXL-25   (Rear) Polk Audio F/X300i

Subwoofer:  Custom Built Treo Engineering 15" Sub 

Seats:        (6) Berkline Theatre Seats

Cables / Wire: All Keeler Cables www.keelercables.com
Plans:         Concession stand and building a HTPC right now.

Home Theater Cost
Description                 MSRP Price         Price Purchased 
Pre-Amp


 $1199.99
       $799.99 (Used)
Power Amp


 $1199.99
       $999.99 (New)
DVD Player


 $199.99
       $149.99 (New)
            
VCR



 $124.99
       $99.99   (New)
Power Conditioner         $299.99
       $180.00 (New Ebay)
Projector


 $7,000.00        $1,200.00 (Demo w/50 Hours)
Screen


 $449.99           $199.99 (New Ebay)

Remote                        $299.99
       $189.99 (New Ebay)

(LCR) Speakers             $1050.99         $899.99 (New)
Surround Speakers        $230.00           $179.99 (New)

Subwoofer                    $999.99           $199.99 (Driver Only)
Seats
 (6)
                  $2,700.00        $2400.00 (New)

Cables/Wire                  $1,100.00        N/A (All built by our company)
Labor
                           FREE!!!!!
       FREE!!!!!

Equipment Total:          $16,855.91       $7499.91

*Building Material         $8,000.00         $8,000.00
Grand Total:                 $24,855.91       $15,499.91

*(including; wood, drywall, can lighting, carpet, riser material, insulation, acoustical treatments, electrical, curtains, screen masking system, and etc.)      
